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DATE:   
February 17, 1012

TO:
DDP Regional Staff, Provider Staff, Case Managers, Family Support Specialists, Families Self-Directing Services, Other Interested Parties

FROM:
Kathleen Zeeck, DDP Self-Directed Services Coordinator
RE:
March 2012 Support Broker Training

The Developmental Disabilities Program will be conducting certification training for Support Brokers on March 20 and 21.  This two-day training is required for persons who wish to become certified to provide paid Support Broker services under the Montana DDP waivers.  Deadline for training applications is March 7, 2012.

Support Broker services provide assistance to participants or their representatives who self-direct their eligible supports and services with Employer Authority and who employ their own direct support staff.  The Support Broker provides valuable assistance in being an employer and in navigating the Developmental Disabilities System in Montana.  This support is a new service beginning January 1, 2012 under the 0208 Comprehensive Waiver and the 0371 Community Supports Waiver.

Self-Direction with Employer Authority provides an excellent opportunity for families to manage the services and supports, especially for families who are at a distance from traditional services and supports.  Support Broker assistance is required by the DDP for persons who have chosen to begin to self-direct these services as an employer after January 1, 2012.  While this service may be provided unpaid by a person who can pass the Support Broker examination,  in order to be paid by the Medicaid Waiver Program for this service, a Support Broker must be certified by the Developmental Disabilities Program.  

 In order for families in areas of the state to be able to access this service, the Montana DDP will need to develop a larger number of Support Brokers in less populated areas of the state.  Montana is especially in need of available Support Brokers on the Hi-Line, Southeastern and Northeastern Montana.  

Please share this memo and attached flyer with others you may know who may be interested in providing this service and attending the certification training. 

Thank You.  

Kathleen Zeeck

Self-Directed Services Coordinator

Developmental Disabilities Program, DPHHS

111 Sanders, Rm 305

Helena, Montana   59604

406-444-5482

kzeeck@mt.gov
